
From: Johnson Donna R
To: Nagourney Jennifer; Kay-Lawrence Sheila; Carwell John; Janiszewski Chantel
Cc: Williams Kimberly
Subject: Fwd: Freire Charter School - We as community leaders should be concerned.
Date: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 1:45:33 AM

Please include the letter received below in the letters of public comment regarding charter school applications.
These letters of public comment will be shared with the members of CSAC, the Secretary of Education and
the State Board of Education as part of the official record to inform the decision regarding this application.
Thank you 

Donna Johnson (Sent from my iPad)
Executive Director
State Board of Education
401 Federal Street, Suite 2
Dover, DE 19901-3639
302-735-4010

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Williams, Kimberly (LegHall)" <Kimberly.Williams@state.de.us>
Date: February 4, 2014 at 11:19:43 PM EST
To: "Mclaughlin, Mary Kate (K12)" <marykate.mclaughlin@doe.k12.de.us>, "Markell, Jack
(Governor)" <Jack.Markell@state.de.us>, "Murphy, Mark (K12)" <mark.murphy@doe.k12.de.us>
Cc: "Kowalko, John (LegHall)" <John.Kowalko@state.de.us>, "Baumbach, Paul (LegHall)"
<Paul.Baumbach@state.de.us>, "Potter, Jr, Charles (LegHall)" <Charles.Potter@state.de.us>,
"Bolden, StephanieT (LegHall)" <StephanieT.Bolden@state.de.us>, "Osienski, Edward (LegHall)"
<Edward.Osienski@state.de.us>, "Matthews, Michael (K12)"
<michael.matthews@redclay.k12.de.us>, "minnehanh@comcast.net" <minnehanh@comcast.net>,
"Dwyer, Kristin [DE]" <Kristin.Dwyer@DSEA.org>, Kathleen MacRae <kmacrae@aclu-de.org>,
"Taschner, Jeff [DE]" <Jeff.Taschner@DSEA.org>, Terri Hodges <terri.hodges@delawarepta.org>,
"Jaques, Jr, Earl (LegHall)" <Earl.Jaques@state.de.us>, "Barbieri, Michael (LegHall)"
<Michael.Barbieri@state.de.us>, "Heffernan, Debra (LegHall)" <Debra.Heffernan@state.de.us>,
"Scott, Darryl (LegHall)" <Darryl.Scott@state.de.us>, "Williams, Kimberly (LegHall)"
<Kimberly.Williams@state.de.us>, "Longhurst, Valerie (LegHall)"
<Valerie.Longhurst@state.de.us>, "Viola, John (LegHall)" <John.Viola@state.de.us>,
"Schwartzkopf, Peter (LegHall)" <Peter.Schwartzkopf@state.de.us>, "Johnson, Donna R (K12)"
<donna.johnson@doe.k12.de.us>, "Keeley, Helene (LegHall)" <Helene.Keeley@state.de.us>
Subject: Freire Charter School - We as community leaders should be concerned.

Good Evening, I know this is a little long, but I am asking you to take a moment to read the entire
email. 
 
I was reviewing the 5 new charter school applications and here are my concerns regarding the
Freire Charter School charter application. 
 
Freire Charter school would bring to Wilmington the model of a Philadelphia school, it will be
geared toward urban, low-income students, college prep focus, with a strict non-violence policy.
Freire expels students who act violently, whether in words or actions, with no second
chances, which includes self-defense. Acts of violence towards another person include, but are
in no way limited to, the following: hitting, slapping, hair pulling, throwing things at another person,
physically invading another individual's personal space in order to intimidate them,
yelling, screaming, cursing, using violence to defend yourself, etc. 
 
The following is a document that a parent and student must sign.  Freire is a nonviolent community.
This policy, written by the Freire Charter School Board, mandates a recommendation of
expulsion for all acts of violence (including acts committed in self defense). The
recommendation will be made by the designated school personnel and will be carried out
regardless of the circumstances surrounding any specific event or the disciplinary history or
academic standing of any student involved. My child and I have read, discussed and agree to the
following:•

Freire Charter School is a nonviolent school and as a member of the school my child and I
promise that he/she will not to be involved any act of violence, no matter the circumstances,
including acts of self defense.
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There are NO SECOND CHANCES.  Any violation of the above policies will result in my child
being recommended for expulsion.
I understand that Freire Charter School is a school of choice and that it is my right to withdraw
my child at any time. If my child is recommended for expulsion for a violation of the
nonviolence policy withdrawing them from Freire will immediately stop the expulsion
process as the school cannot move to expel a student that is no longer enrolled in the
school.
I acknowledge that Freire Charter School provides many different programs that are
specifically designed for my child to learn how to solve conflict in a nonviolent way. These
programs include mediation, character building, anger management, individual counseling,
family therapy, and bullying prevention programs. It is my responsibility, as a parent, to
contact the school and request additional support should I feel that my child requires it in
order to be successful at Freire Charter School.
I understand that Freire teachers and staff are here to support my child in any way they can
so that neither my child nor I will ever use violence at Freire Charter School.

There are NO SECOND CHANCES for students who break this policy. Please see Page 38 -
Safety First
 
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/schools/charterschools/files/FreireApp/SupplementalAttachements.pdf
 
 
First, according to any Student Code of Conduct, a school can expel a student if a student acts in a
violent manner and now Freire Charter will expel a student because of words.  Why are charter
schools allowed to put mechanisms in place to screen and remove students who may be
challenging and are able to send them back to their feeder/home schools?  Secondly, the Freire
Charter will stop the expulsion process immediately if the parent withdraws the child because a
school cannot move to expel a student that is no longer enrolled in the school. I would say this is a
typical example of counseling out. It is a threat to a parent and student, you better withdraw your
child or we will expel your child. If this happens after the September 30th, is the charter going to
send the funds back to the feeder/home school of the student? Title 14 Chapter 5 states a pupil
accepted for enrollment in a charter school will remain enrolled for a minimum of 1 year unless,
during that 1-year period, good cause exists. Does this charter school know there is a 1 year
period? 
 
Friere's mission is to provide college prep learning experience with a focus on individual freedom,
critical thinking and problem solving, in an environment that emphasizes the value of community,
teamwork, and non-violence.  How is this charter school any different than what any other
Delaware traditional public schools are already doing? This does not meet the requirements in
Chapter 5. Chapter 5 states this chapter is intended to improve student learning; encourage the use
of different and innovative or proven school environments and teaching and learning methods;
provide parents and students with measures of improved school and student performance and
greater opportunities in choosing public schools within and outside their school districts; and to
provide for a well-educated community-- I ask you, what is so innovative about this charter school? 
 
Thank you, Rep. Kim Williams - 19th District
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