
From: Johnson Donna R
To: Nagourney Jennifer; Kay-Lawrence Sheila
Subject: FW: Freire Charter School Delaware, Letter of Support
Date: Friday, March 28, 2014 6:24:56 PM

Please add this to the record of public comment for Freire’s charter school application to be
reviewed by the Secretary and State Board of Education.
Thank you!
 
 

Donna Johnson
Executive Director
State Board of Education
401 Federal St, Suite 2
Dover, DE 19901-3639
302-735-4010
www.destateboarded.k12.de.us
Twitter: @destateboarded
 
 

From: jeaniawatson@gmail.com [mailto:jeaniawatson@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 9:55 AM
To: Johnson Donna R
Cc: Bill Porter
Subject: Freire Charter School Delaware, Letter of Support
 
Ms. Jeania Watson
2903 Mendenhall Ct.
Wilmington, DE 19802-3712
 
 
 
March 28, 2014
 
 
Delaware State Board of Education
John G. Townsend Building
401 Federal Street, Suite 2
Dover, DE 19901
 
 

Dear State Board of Education Members:

I would like to extend my full support to the granting of a charter to Freire Charter School
Wilmington. 

As a current Board member of the Eastside Charter School and an active member of my
community, I fully understand the positive impact charter schools can make in improving
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public education for our students and the benefits these schools can bring to neighborhood
revitalization.  Presently, Wilmington only has one charter high school that serves students
similar to those proposed in the Freire Charter School Wilmington, which is not sufficient to
meet the demand for quality school choice.

I am currently raising an 11 year old daughter here in Wilmington.  We live in the public
housing development of Riverside.  Riverside has the highest concentration of poverty in the
city of Wilmington. I am most drawn to Freire’s college prep for all focus.  I am fortunate
that my daughter and I have worked hard and she has a full scholarship at one of the private
schools in our city, Wilmington Friends.  Most of her friends aren’t as fortunate.  What
options are there for all of the children through no fault of their own who are not provided
with adequate resources to get a solid education?  The cure for cancer or even AIDS could
very well be right here within our impoverished community.  But, without the proper arena to
unleash all of the untapped potential we’ll never know.  If my daughter does not receive
scholarship funding throughout her high school years, our options are few. 

Roughly 90% of Freire’s graduates enroll in college within two years of graduation, a
number that exceeds every public high school in the State of Delaware.  Even more
significantly, almost 90% of these students (who are 99% African American) return to
college for a second year.  Freire truly prepares kids for college, and this is what
differentiates them from other schools in the city.  As reported by the News Journal on March
25th, only 22% of African American youth in Delaware return to college for their second
year.   I am excited that today’s Wilmington children will not be denied this opportunity.

I am proud to call myself a friend of the school, and believe the potential for positive impact
is great if you vote to approve the charter for Freire Charter School Wilmington on April 17,
2014.  This impact will be measured in lives that are safer and more supported, students who
are achieving at higher and higher levels, and improved opportunities for today’s youth. 

Thank you for your consideration on this very important matter.

 

Sincerely,

Jeania Watson

 
 
Sent from Windows Mail
 


