
From: Johnson Donna R
To: Kay-Lawrence Sheila
Cc: Nagourney Jennifer
Subject: Fwd: Freire Charter
Date: Tuesday, April 08, 2014 2:28:50 PM

Please add to the Freire application record of public comment.

Donna Johnson (Sent from my iPad)
Executive Director
State Board of Education
401 Federal Street, Suite 2
Dover, DE 19901-3639
302-735-4010
www.destateboarded.k12.de.us
Twitter: @destateboarded

Begin forwarded message:

From: Aaron Ballett <aaronballett@gmail.com>
Date: April 8, 2014 at 1:59:19 PM EDT
To: <donna.johnson@doe.k12.de.us>
Subject: Freire Charter

Dear State Board of Education:

As a Delaware resident, I write to express my support for the charter application of Freire
Charter School. Unlike every application that the State Board of Education has
considered before, this is a real, live school.  We can visit it, we can review its results, we
can hear firsthand from its community members of its successes.

In learning about Freire Charter School, I learned more about Delaware.  I did not know
that over thirty public high schools in the state are below the national average for sending
kids off to college.  I did not know that our state’s African American youth are so poorly
prepared by Delaware public schools that 78% of African American Delawareans who
enroll into college will drop out in their first year.  If Freire can send almost 90% of its
senior class off to college AND have almost 90% of those kids then go back to college
for their second year, then they must be doing something right.

It is no secret that Delaware has one of the highest enrollment rates in private high
schools in the nation.  That is great for families who can afford the tuition bills.  It is also
not a secret that we have magnet public schools and charter schools with enrollment
criteria designed to let only the best and the brightest in.  That is great for families whose
kids are the best and the brightest.  But what about the thousands and thousands of
Delawareans who cannot afford private school and who cannot jump over the admissions
hurdles of the magnet schools and many charters?  Freire Charter is a completely open
admissions school that is free, and these families need—we need—better options for our
kids.  It would be a great loss for Delaware’s youth if Freire is not the charter applicant
that is approved.

Sincerely,
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Aaron Ballett


