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April 8, 2014 

 

Ms. Jennifer Nagourney 

Charter Office Executive Director 

State Board of Education 

401 Federal Street, Suite 2 

Dover, DE  19901-3639              Jennifer.Nagourney@doe.k12.de.us 

 

Dear Ms. Nagourney: 

 

Please kindly accept this correspondence and forward it to the Delaware State Board of Education.  As a 

real estate professional working in the Delaware, New Jersey and Pennsylvania region, I write to express 

my support for the charter application of Freire Charter School.  

 

With my Newmark Grubb Knight Frank colleagues helping Freire Charter School, I have worked with 

directly on behalf of school districts, parochial schools and charter schools for over 15 years.  Many of 

these assignments involved working with school districts and charters together to create mutually 

beneficial, civically responsible and productive outcomes in every educational, social and financial 

respect possible.   

 

Freire Charter School has a 15 year track record reaching and educating students from the most 

underserved communities.  This is not an insignificant accomplishment.  My and my Wilmington team’s 

understanding from wide ranging community initiatives, is that there is universal agreement that 

Wilmington’s public high schools have not performed at the level local officials and the State Board of 

Education desire.  Moreover, this condition has existed for more than a generation, leaving years of 

students unprepared for college and fulfilling the needs of the Delaware work force.  Not addressing this 

educational challenge head on will continue to leave urban students behind and therefore hurt Delaware’s 

future competitiveness and sustainability.     

 

Freire Charter School’s scholastic scores and college matriculation track record profoundly demonstrate a 

history of just how they transform this urban education reality and give students and families a way out of 

a failing cycle, ultimately aiding a region one student at a time.  Having been to both of Freire’s existing 

school facilities, I have seen firsthand how the School nurtures and cares for each student.  Freire students 

want to be there and to learn, they become personally invested in their future.    

 

As one of the school’s real estate representatives, I have attended Freire’s charter approval hearings and 

so appreciate the thoroughness of your and the Board’s review of their application and recommendation 

for approval. Please support bringing Freire Charter School’s history of success to Wilmington by 

continuing to advocate for approval of Freire’s charter application.  It is vital to Delaware and the region’s 

future!   

   

With warm regards, 

 

 

 

 

Steve Gendler, AIA, NCARB 

Managing Director 
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